Conservation and Agriculture
Edited by Joan Davidson and Richard Lloyd. 197Z John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 605 Third Avenue, New York, NY IO016. 252p. $29.50. This book represents an updated version of the history and development of agriculture in the British Isles and the many influences that have charted that history. A total of 14 authors contributed to 12 chapters, but continuity is maintained in presentation of land use and the concerns of the Commonwealth over the disappearance of certain landscape values because of present need for agricultural production. The pressures to maximize agricultural output at any price, to aid in the balance of payments because of oil imports, are tremendous. The implications for wildlife conservation and preservation of the landscape amenities are considerable, and should strengthen a case for positive conservation measures. Emphasis is placed on the objectives that can be achieved if farmers and the landowning community are a party to proposed objectives of the nation concerning the conservation of landscape and wildlife.
Much to the surprise of this reviewer, 80 percent of the land is in productive agriculture; 7 percent forest; 9 percent urban, industrial, and transport; and the remaining 4 percent is water, recreation, and nature conservation.
The book lists agricultural changes in concentration of products and specialization, farm practices, farmland ownership, and in agricultural land values. Prospects for output from British agriculture are also discussed, along with the interaction of arable land with other ecosystems and arable land as a source of pollution for other land uses.
A chapter is devoted to the history and development of hedgerows and small woodlands; the disappearance of thcsc caused by increased nccd for agricultural production and thc implications of this on landscape and wildlife. The loss of wetlands dating back to the time of the Romans is a concern cxpresscd. Many birds arc no longer associated with areas that wcrc once wctland, and some species of butterflies, moths, and other insects are now extinct.
A summary is given of the way that many of the countries on the continent of Europe have approached landscape conservation. A review of these practices would be of great interest to students and those in agencies dealing with present-day land use attitudes in the United States.
Of significance in this book is the fact that there is no mention of a problem of soil erosion in the British Isles. Photographs show the farming practice of plowing up and down the hill, yet there is no sign in any of the photographs of sediment deposits or of sediment being a pollution problem in streams, reservoirs, or wet areas in the country. Wind velocity increase from the removal of hedgerows is mentioned, but not the need for the application of conservation measures on agricultural land. This is an excellent book for students in economics, geography, regional planning, and government, and also for professionals in state, local, and national agencies dealing with land use planning and resource use. Richalnd, Washington, 29 Sept. to I Oct. 1975. National Technical lnformation Center, U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22161. 682p. $10.50 .
Biological Implications of Metals in the Environment

ERDA Symposium CONF-750929. Proceedings of the 15th Annual Hanford Life Sciences Symposium at
The symposium proceedings are a collection of environmental and health-related papers under an "implications" umbrella. However, only a few of the papers actually reflect the theme of the symposium: the biological implications of metals in the environment. Papers on such topics as the availability of sediment-bound Ag, Co, and Zn to clams, mercury distribution in fish, toxicity of Cd-complexes to algae, alkylation of As and Hg by bacteria, and radionuclides in goose eggs are examples of where the connection was made. Most of the papers, however, reflect either total environment (i.e., humic acid stability constants) or total human health (i.e., chemical changes in As after ingestion by people) aspects. There are several subject reviews of note: forms of trace elements in soils, forms in plants, and effects of metals on people.
The 49 papers included in the volume are key-word indexed and passed peer review before acceptance. The variety of papers makes this a useful volume for viewing the diversity of environmental and health research underway. In many respects the theme and the type of papers included ~in the symposium are similar to those presented at the annual "Trace Substances in Environmental Health" meetings at the Universiy of Missouri, Columbia.--ERNEST A. BONDIETTI, Environmental Sciences Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN37830. 
